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patriarch watching the feasting of the younger
members some of whom will now and then join
him and comb his gray hairs with their nails.
After taking their repast they all go back as they
come to distant places whence their booming cry
can often be heard.*
No one who has visited Matheran during the
hot season will ever forget the strong stridulous
noise of a small black insect about 2 inches long
named Cicada ducalis* "In the middle of the day
" its screeching is at its height, and when resting
" on a tree close by the noise is deafening. It
" lasts some time too, and it is a matter "of wonder
"to notice''with how little apparent effort a sound
"so intense and penetrating is produced." (Dr..
Smith on Matheran). This sound ceases at night
and in the mornings, and the insect apparently
disappears, when the cool breezes set in towards
the middle of May. This disagreeable shrill is
occasionally heard at Mahableshwar in the hotter
part of the summer.
The same process is with due alteration
applicable to the determination of temperature of
a given locality.
My knowledge of botany is very limited and
of Zoology still more so; I will therefore dwell
no further on the habits of plants and animals,
but conclude with short notes on the useful plants
*A gentleman who lias been to Mafcableslnvar regiilarly for
the last five years states that he only once saw monkeys coming:
'from a valley np to 'k Lodwick Point," one of the lowest points
of the station.